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DOCUMENTS. 



The Hudson Bay Company documents collected by Mrs. Eva 
Emery Dye in the preparation of her book on McDonald of Ore- 
gon are continvied in this department. 



Fear of Losing British America. 

Archibald McDonald is evidently writing to his friend 

John McLeod in this letter. Readers will notice how he hints 

at the possibility of His Majesty's losing his possessions on this 

side of the Atlantic : 

Fort Langley, 20th Feb'y, 1833. 
My dear Friend, 

Without going into a long preface about it, let me inform you 
that your kind letter of March last came duly to hand, and much 
gratified was I to learn that you and your were safely landed 
in one of His Britannic Majesty's Canadian Domains. That wing 
of the country however being rather new to us all in this part of 
the world you might have said a little more about it, — Chicout- 
imy — where is Chicoutimy? why, you tell me tis near the seat 
of Government, but more out of the way of news than even 
Kamloops — if this be the case tis what classical characters would 
call a great anomaly. But Master John if the truth were known 
you have the Quebec Mercury & Montreal Herald wet from the 
press the 2'd & 3'd morning after their publication and of course 
have become brimfull with Canadian polotics — by the by to all 
appearance a most fertile subject of discussion in these days, so 
much so, that, if he does not look sharp His Majesty will ere 
long be apt to loose his valuable domains on this side of the 
Atlantic. 

As the Kings posts — the Seignories and all that is great and 
good along that side of the Gulf of St. Lawrence is now ours I 
hope we shall soon have a flaming account of your profits in 
order to make up the full extent of first expectations on our side. 
Do not however imagine that I insinuate by this that we our- 
selves are making a loosing business of it — on the contrary west 
side the mountains last year cleared 20,000 £ and this, I expect 
it will do just as good. Still I would not be sorry that all the 
Factors who have heretofore in snug corners distinguished them- 
selves for having made good and profitable returns, were sent to 
the N W Coast or Gulf of St. Lawrence, and then they would 
see the difference of making out a shining bill-sheet. Here, this 
year,. in the face of 3 American vessels we 'collected 2,000 skins. 
Nass in opposition to no less than 7 got as much besides 1,000 
picked up bv each of our own vessels — but then they cost dear, 
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near 2 dollars for made Beaver. Will you trade be much cheaper ? 
I presume not, for I understand your Micmacs from the opposite 
shore knew how to value their Beaver & to teach the natives of 
the district a good lesson also. Mr. Connolly does not write me, 
but I believe so far from his being in a dying state last Spring, 
he was about taking to himself a better half, and thereby con- 
templating, health — wealth and happiness at Tadousac. I sup- 
pose I shall next hear from you from Lake St. John as I under- 
stand you are to move up that way. The same source of infor- 
mation hints to me that Jerimy is the post intended for me when 
I return from my rotation. Of course, unless you meet him 
about Quebec or Montreal you, see nothing of our old English 
River Bourgeois, is he not down near Anticosti? He writes 
no one in the north now a days. With respect to my self I at 
the request of our great folk took passage in the Eagle last fall 
from here — spent a month with them in the Columbia and found 
my way back to the family a few days before Christmas after 
spending some time in Puget sound looking out for a place fit 
for an establishment more suited for our purpose than Fort Van- 
couver, which, you must understand, is in this case to be aban- 
doned. The Doctor and Mr. Ogden I believe got out this spring 
— at all events I am directed to be at Vancouver early next 
month with bag and baggage and whatever becomes of the Bag- 
gage — goods and chattels, poor things, tis more than probable 
I myself shall be sent to fill up a hole on the coast. They say I 
cannot be off with less than 15 years of the Columbia. You 
would have understood from Mr. Herriott that he was not to 
come across last fall, neither did Kitson ; — Mr. Heron as usual 
stuck at Colville with Frank and Annance his aids. Black is at 
our old place Pamburn at Walla Walla. Work continues to fol- 
low the Freemen in one direction and Michel la Frambois in 
another. Manson and Doctor Kennedy compose Ogdens staff. 
Exclusive of all these in Columbia proper there sat at table when 
I was at Vancouver last fall — Factor McL. and Finlayson — 
Trader Cowie, — Mr. David Douglas, just returned from Califor- 
nia via Sandwich Islands — Messrs James Douglas of the Van- 
couver and Capt. McNeill of the brig Lama (Lately bought at 
Waohoo by Mr. Finlayson) & two or three mates besides these 
were a Captain Wyeith and a Mr. (obliterated) both from Bos- 
ton with a party of settlers to form a colony on the Willamette. 
Of a great many that started in the expedition only 9 arrived at 
the place of destination. The plans intended for the establish- 
ing of this colony you will see at full length described in all the 
American papers. To complete the catalogue of our Gentl'n in 
this quarter I should say that Capt. Kipling with the brig Dyrad 
& 2 mates, & . Capt. Sinclair with the schooner Cadboro and 
1 mate were then to the northward Yale is with me here and 
takes charge when I* leave the place — he will have 12 men and 
1 cooper as assistant — force in my opinion adequate to the secur- 
ity of the place as another Establishment is to be formed in the 
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Sound. In one respect I regret leaving Ft. Langley — it is a snug 
comfortable place — but when I find it is high time for me to see 
and get my little Boys to school — God bless them I have now no 
less than five of them, all in a promising way. Jennie is glad to 
hear of Charlotte's welfare and begs to be most kindly remem- 
bered to her. I hear poor Mr. Prudent is not too well in health 
— he wrote mc himself but did not say so. If I succeed with my 
six men in reaching the Columbia safely I shall endeavour to 
write you a few lines on the envelope to say how I am likely to 
be disposed of &c. &c. &c. Meantime believe me my Dear friend 

Most sincerely yours 

(Sgd) arch'd Mcdonald. 



Appalled by Fever. 

John Work prefers all other savage clangers to that of lead- 
ing a fever-stricken party through hostile lands : 

Fort Vancouver, 24th Feby. 1834. 
My Dear Edward 

After an expedition of 16 months I arrived here on the 29th 
of October when I had the particular pleasure of receiving your, 
your very kind and highly valued letter of the 3rd Feby. last 
and was extremely happy to hear of your health and welfare and 
that you are getting on so well and the fair prospects before you. 
Accept my best thanks for the fund of interesting information 
which your letter contains. I can scarcely help envying you the 
contentment and happiness you enjoy. Let not the trouble you 
have buying selling and bartering discourage you but go on 
vigorously, your perseverence and prudence will insure success 
and in a short time your business will be on a more extensive 
scale and much more satisfactory to yourself. Keep in remem- 
brance that many of the principal merchants in Canada who be 
persevering industry realized handsome fortunes, and though 
with no very extraordinary talents commenced business on a far 
lesser scale than you have done. God prosper you and may you 
succeed to the full extent of your wishes My dear Ned as I have 
frequently told you I have been long heartily tired of this Indian 
country and the wretched life which it has been often my lot to 
lead in it, and would be happy to leave it immediately, but as 
affairs stand at present I can perhaps save more here than in 
business, with the small sum I could begin upon, besides it is 
more certain, at least for some time, I therefore deem it best to 
endeavor with strict economy to save a little more so that I 
might be likely to have better success. I am also afraid of my 
own want of experience. My last expedition was the most un- 
pleasant one I have yet had. I was to the Southward to Califor- 
nia we had a good deal of trouble and some skirmishes with 



